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CropLife Europe considerations for extraordinary SCOPAFF Residues meeting 20 January 
2026 

 

Dear SCOPAFF members, 

 

Ahead of the extraordinary SCOPAFF phytopharmaceuticals-residues meeting on 20 January 2026, 
CropLife Europe would like to share its considerations on agenda item A.01 France national interim 
emergency measure to ban the placing on the market of products treated with certain non-approved 
active substances (Article 54 of Regulation (EU) No 178/2002). 

 

By Decree of 5 January 2026, France suspended the import, introduction and placing on the market in 
France of certain foodstuff (primarily fruits and vegetables and cereals for some substances) from third 
countries where quantifiable residues are present of glufosinate, mancozeb, thiophanate‑methyl, 

carbendazim and benomyl.  

 

France cites Articles 53 and 54 of Regulation 178/2002 (General Food Law) as the Decree’s legal basis, 
presenting it as an interim national emergency measure. Articles 53-54, in combination with Article 35 
of Regulation 396/2005 (MRL Regulation), allow a Member State to adopt interim emergency measures 
only “where it is evident” that imported foods are “likely to constitute a serious risk to human health, 
animal health or the environment”, and such risk cannot be adequately addressed by existing measures 
and the Commission has not taken action at EU level. 

 

CropLife Europe is concerned that the French Decree, as published, does not appear to identify new 
scientific evidence or new risk assessments demonstrating an immediate and serious risk from dietary 
exposure. CropLife Europe would like to understand whether the Decree’s aim is of an economic nature, 
to avoid unfair competition for French farmers. As for several of the mentioned residues, EFSA 
concluded a positive consumer risk assessment. Despite France's request to the European Commission 
on 23 December 2025 to lower the maximum residue limits for the concerned substances, it is not 
apparent that the imported foods present an immediate and serious danger to human health, animal 
health or the environment.  

 

CropLife Europe recalls that the MRL Regulation establishes a fully harmonised EU framework for MRLs 
and import tolerances, designed to avoid internal market fragmentation. In this context, Member State 
measures affecting the import and placing on the market of foods covered by EU MRLs (including Import 
Tolerances) should be limited to the strict conditions set out for emergency action with the aim of 
addressing urgent health risks. 

 

CropLife Europe understands that the European Commission is considering its response to this matter. 
We wish to use this opportunity to ensure that any follow up remains anchored in the EU’s 
science‑based, harmonised approach to food safety and residues, including transparency on the 

evidence relied upon and proportional, risk-based measures, where justified. In addition, unilateral 
national measures in the absence of a clearly evidenced urgent health risk, jeopardise the Single Market, 
undermine EFSA’s assessments and create uncertainty for operators under a framework designed to 
ensure harmonised consumer protection across the EU. 
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CropLife Europe stands ready to engage constructively on this matter in support of a coherent, risk-

based approach. Some of its Members may also be able to provide additional technical information, 
including on residue monitoring, dietary exposure assessment and the operation of import tolerances 
and Codex MRLs. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
cc.  María Tabernero (EC – DG SANTE) 

Silvia Nicolau-Solano (EC – DG SANTE) 

  
This letter will be published on the CropLife Europe website and will be available at: 
https://croplifeeurope.eu/resources-library/ 
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