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Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2026/517 of 10 March 2026 authorised the placing 

on the market of products containing, consisting of or produced from genetically modified 

soybean DBN-Ø9ØØ4-6 pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council. 

The following products are authorised by this Decision:  

a) foods and food ingredients containing, consisting of or produced from genetically 

modified soybean DBN-Ø9ØØ4-6;  

b) feed containing, consisting of or produced from genetically modified soybean DBN-

Ø9ØØ4-6;  

c) products containing or consisting of genetically modified soybean DBN-Ø9ØØ4-6 for 

uses other than those provided for in points (a) and (b), with the exception of cultivation. 

General characteristics 

DBN-Ø9ØØ4-6 (short: DBN9004) soybean has been genetically modified by Beijing 

DaBeiNong Biotechnology Co., Ltd., based in China (hereafter DBNBC), to express the CP4 

EPSPS and PAT proteins. Expression of these proteins confers tolerance to the application of 

glyphosate and glufosinate-ammonium based herbicides, respectively. 

Safety of Soybean DBN9004 

On 20 December 2019, Perseus BV, based in Belgium, submitted, on behalf of DBNBC an 

application to the national competent authority of Belgium for the placing on the market of 

foods, food ingredients and feed containing, consisting of or produced from genetically 

modified soybean DBN9004. The application also covered the placing on the market of 

products containing or consisting of genetically modified soybean DBN9004 for uses other than 

food and feed, with the exception of cultivation.  

Pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003, the application included information and 

conclusions about the risk assessment carried out in accordance with the principles set out in 

Annex II to Directive 2001/18/EC. It also included the information required pursuant to 

Annexes III and IV to that Directive and a monitoring plan for environmental effects in 

accordance with Annex VII to that Directive.  

On 7 July 2025, the European Food Safety Authority issued a favourable scientific opinion in 

accordance with Articles 6 and 18 of Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003. The Authority concluded 

that “genetically modified soybean DBN9004, as described in the application, is as safe as its 

conventional counterpart and the tested non-genetically modified soybean reference varieties 

with respect to the potential effects on human and animal health and the environment. The 

Authority also concluded that the consumption of food and feed from genetically modified 

soybean DBN9004 does not represent a nutritional concern in humans and animals.” 

In addition, considering the introduced traits, the outcome of the agronomic and phenotypic 

analysis, and the routes and levels of exposure, it was concluded “that soybean DBN9004 would 

not raise safety concerns in the event of release of GM material, including viable GM soybean 

seeds, into the environment.” 

  



Monitoring conditions for Soybean DBN9004 

Specific conditions for the handling and post-market environmental monitoring (PMEM) of 

soybean DBN9004 in the EU are not considered necessary beyond those already applicable to 

conventional soybean, given the absence of identified adverse environmental effects. Post-

market monitoring for the use of food and feed is not required as soybean DBN9004 does not 

raise any nutritional concern and is as safe as its conventional counterpart and the non-GM 

reference varieties tested. 

Handling, transport and processing should follow standard practices to minimise accidental 

spillage and ensure appropriate management of viable seeds. PMEM will be conducted in line 

with established EU requirements, primarily through a general surveillance approach 

coordinated by operators involved in the import, transport and processing chain. It includes: 

(i) the description of a monitoring approach involving operators (federations involved 

in import and processing), reporting to the applicant, via a centralised system, any 

observed adverse effect(s) of GMOs on human health and the environment;  

(ii) a collaboration between the applicant and other industry members of CropLife 

Europe for the implementation of a common general surveillance methodology that 

includes collection of information recorded by the various operators; and  

(iii) the review of relevant scientific publications retrieved from literature searches.  

Relevant information will be collected and evaluated on an annual basis, and any unanticipated 

adverse effects on human health or the environment will be reported in accordance with EU 

legislation. 

Conditions for traceability and labelling 

Operators handling or using DBN9004 grain and derived foods and feeds in the EU are required 

to be aware of the legal obligations regarding traceability and labelling of these products. 

For the purposes of the labelling requirements laid down in Article 13(1) and Article 25(2), 

points (a) and (b), of Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003, and in Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) 

No 1830/2003, the name of the organism shall be ‘soybean’. 

The words ‘not for cultivation’ shall appear on the label of and in documents accompanying the 

products containing or consisting of genetically modified soybean DBN-Ø9ØØ4-6, with the 

exception of food products. 

Validated detection method and Certified Reference Material 

An event specific real-time PCR based method for the quantification of genetically modified 

soybean DBN-Ø9ØØ4-6 has been validated by the EU reference laboratory established under 

Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 and published at https://gmo-crl.jrc.ec.europa.eu/method-

validation/details/all/2058/DBN-09004-6. 

Certified Reference Material (ERM-BF441) is accessible via the Joint Research Centre (JRC) 

of the European Commission, at https://crm.jrc.ec.europa.eu/. 
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Contact points for Operators 

Since traders may commingle DBN9004 with other commercial soybean, including authorised 

GM soybean, DBNBC is working together with other members of the plant biotechnology 

industry within the CropLife Europe and trade associations representing the relevant operators 

in order to implement a harmonised monitoring methodology.  

CropLife Europe acts as the central communication point for reporting general surveillance 

activities or any unanticipated adverse effects and is skilled to provide adequate response. In 

addition, CropLife Europe will transfer the messages to the relevant authorisation holder. 

Therefore, operators in the food and feed supply chain and/or any other person wishing to report 

a potential adverse effect associated with the use of DBNBC products, can refer to the CropLife 

Europe website at: https://croplifeeurope.eu/product-information/  

If required, additional comments or questions relative to DBN9004 can also be addressed to 

3BIO at: pmem@3bio.eu or DBNBC at: stewardship@dbn.com.cn. 
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